Titus Oafes

and the more I read the Court pamphleteers and their
respectable historical copyists concerning the foulness of
his character, the grossness of his perjuries, the contempt
and hatred with which he had been expelled from all
societies into which he had ventured to poke his nose, and
the degrading ugliness of his personal appearance, the less I
am inclined to accept their theories of his great powers of
imagination and his wonderful skill in imposing false stories
on the public. The explanation of his strange adventure
is something far more simple.

But before we can describe the first skirmishes on the
field of battle, we must set down shortly the history of
Judge Jeffreys, for not until we have brought these three
actors, Monmouth, Gates and Jeffreys, into the first scenes
of our drama, which opened in 1678, can we proceed with
any orderly history of the story of the Bloody Assize.
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